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The Confederate  Memorial Chapel i s  a  whi te  frame, Gothic Revival 
s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  c l ipped  gable  roof of  grey  t i n  and a  b e l f r y .  ~ n e c r u c i -  
form chapel  i s  e n t e r e d  by two doors  on t h e  no r the rn  end,  which has a  
shingled porch wi th  "carpenter  Gothic" a r c h e s .  I n  the  gable  and above t h e  
parch i s  a  h a l f - l a n c e t  window, and t h e r e  a r e  f u l l - l e n g t h  l a n c e t  windows 
dowli cacli s i d e  of tile chapel .  Tile i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a n s e p t  has two l a n c e t  
windows and a n  oculos  i n  t h e  gable  ends.  The two windows over  t h e  a l t a r  
can be seen from t h e  back of  the  chapel .  The moulded c o r n i c e  under t h e  
eaves con t inues  even i n t o  the  gable  ends.  

The i n L c r i o r  of the  chape l  has  two s i d e  a i s l e s  wi th  da rk - s t a ined  
wooden pews down t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  nave and i n  t h e  t r a n s e p t s .  The apse  is 
demarcated by one l a r g e  l a n c e t  a r c h  f lanked by two sma l l e r  ones,  a l l  o u t l i n e  
i n  d a r k  wood. The same t r i m  i s  used around a l l  t h e  windows and doors .  
The f l o o r s  a r e  narrow-width p ine ,  and t h e  roof i s  exposed, beaded p ine  
shea th ing  w i t h  moulded beams every s i x  o r  e i g h t  f e e t .  There a r e  e i g h t  
commemorative s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  chape l ,  a l l  
d a t i n g  from t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  and dedica ted  t o  s o l d i e r s  and/or  
b a t t a l i o n s  of  t h e  Confederacy. 
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CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL CHAPEL- S,igniEicance 

I n  1883, t h e  R. E. Lee camp of  t h e  Sons of  Confederate  
Veterans was organized  t o  provide f o r  t h e  needs of former Confederate  
s o l d i e r s .  Soon a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e  camp became t h e  Confederate  S o l d i e r s  Home, 
which, i n  i ts  heyday, cared  f o r  c l o s e  t o  300 pens ione r s .  

I n  1887, t h e  in terdenominat ional  frame chapel  w a s  ded ica t ed  
t o  the  memory of  t h e  Confederate  dead. I t  was cons t ruc ted  wi th  c o n t r i -  
but ions  from t h e  v e t e r a n s  themselves a t  a  t ime when money was s c a r c e  
throughout t h e  South. Marion 3 .  Dimmock, S r .  was t h e  a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  
smal l  Gothic Revival  b u i l d i n g  and Joseph F. Wingfield t h e  b u i l d e r .  It was 
used u n t i l  t h e  last  of t h e  v e t e r a n s  d ied  i n  1941. A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  f i f t e e n  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  S o l d i e r s  Home complex were des t royed ,  and t h e  land 
and t h e  chape l  were deeded t o  t h e  Commonwealth of  V i r g i n i a  f o r  p e r p e t u a l  - 
maintenance a s  a  Confederate  Memorial Park. The chapel  was used l e s s  and 
l e s s  and only  by sma l l  congregat ions .  The f requent  turnover  i n  occupancy 
and the  l i m i t e d  f i n a n c i a l  a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  congregat ions  meant t h a t  i t  - 
gradua l ly  f e l l  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r .  

I n  1960, a  group of concerned c i t i z e n s  formed a c o m i t t e e  t o  
sponsor t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  chapel .  Headed by Mrs. James Branch 
Cabe l l ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  appealed t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r f o r  funds t o  r e p a i r  t h e  
d e t e r i o r a t e d  wood f l o o r i n g  and s t e p s ,  t h e  sagging ,  cracked s t a i n c d - g l a s s  
windows, t h e  b e l f r y ,  and the  many o t h e r  d i l a p i d a t e d  p a r t s .  Money from the  
S t a t e w a s  forthcoming and a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  suppor t  made r e s t o r a t i o n  
poss ib l c  i n  1960 and 1961. . 
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